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Introduction
Throughout history, the Balkans has witnessed complex migration movements whose
consequences are felt and reflected even today. Many turbulent historic events,1 coupled with the gradual formation of today's Balkan states, have influenced various interpretations especially in the domain of the population's ethnic origin. Linked to this
context, it is important to place an emphasis on the geographic location of Macedonia,
since the country, unavoidably, has been influenced by all these events, resulting in a
cross-sectional effect which is both special and rare in contemporary Europe. Any objective researcher would lie in a great dilemma, as well as in confusion, in trying to
define the variety of different migration statistics offered by various official state data
through the previous rough times in Balkan history which should, right now, be measured by the direct consequences they have provoked. Other than politically-influenced migration processes, economic and social transformations can also be
considered to be important determinants of these processes.
An interesting example of the use and abuse of inhabitants’ ethnic affiliation for
political purposes may be seen in history, for example the 1889-1905 period,2 where
it is evident that various regimes have adjusted their ethnic affiliation data according
to their political interests.
Table 1 – Sources as to ethnic affiliations, c. 1900
Ethnic
group

Bulgarian data

%

Bulgarians

1 181 336

52.3

Serbs

700

Serbian
data

0.03

%

Greek
data

%

Turkish
data

%

57 600

2.0

332 162

19.3

96 497

30.8

2 048 320

71.4

0

0.0

100 000

3.4

Greeks

228 702

10.1

201 140

7.0

652 795

37.9

307 000

10.6

Albanians

128 711

5.7

165 620

5.8

0

0.0

0

0.0

Turks

499 204

22.1

231 400

8.1

634 017

36.8

1 508 507

51.8

1

2
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For example, during the feudal-Ottoman times, colonial migrations, occupation-army migration movements, exchanges of population, Balkan Wars, World War II, civil wars, the
dismantling of the Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, armed conflicts, etc., all of
which have had their repercussions in ethnic profiling in a ‘political’ way.
Mentioned in the paper by Victor Friedman (2002) ‘Observing the Observers’, New Balkan Politics, Journal of Politics Vol. 1.
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Ethnic
group

Bulgarian data

%

Other

219 571

9.7

Total

2 258 224

100.0

Serbian
data
166 540

%

Greek
data

%

13.9

105 844

Turkish
data

%

6.1

99 000

3.4

2 870 620 100.0 1 742 818 100.0

2 911 004

100.0

Note: Friedman used Bulgarian data from 1900, Serbian data from 1889 and Greek data from 1904, including Turkish data as well. Mainly, the figures are taken from Baron d'Estournelles de Constant, et al.
(1914) Report of the International Commission to Inquire into the Causes and Conduct of the Balkan
Wars Publication No. 4, Washington: Carnegie Foundation for International Peace.

This trend continues even today, since the same issue has again been a point of
dispute for more than one decade as a means of capitalising and increasing the political influence of a particular ethnic group. The percentage of people belonging to a
particular ethnic group is interpreted differently by various political parties or forces,
as in some neighbouring countries, in order to impose systemic changes in favour of
the rights of these ethnic minority groups (or people). As controversies have arisen, it
is obvious that this issue has been politically misused in order to create points of dispute within the country and internationally.
Short historic overview
Intensive migration processes from Macedonia have evolved for more than one century, influenced not only by the poor economic position of the population but also by
regional political events. The first significant migrations were noted after the unsuccessful Karpos uprising at the end of the 17th century, when many people fled to Vojvodina. The process was repeated at the end of the 19th century and was intensified
especially after the Ilinden uprising against the Ottoman Empire in 1903, when it is
estimated that 30 000 people fled abroad. As a region, Macedonia was liberated from
the long rule of the Ottoman Empire during the Balkan Wars in 1912-13 and then divided among the kingdoms of Greece, Bulgaria and Serbia by the treaties of that time.
According to Max Sorre,3 following the Bucharest treaty of 1913 the total number of
migrants (Macedonians, Turks, Bulgarians and Greeks) reached a total of 1 150 000
people. The migration was not only from one Balkan country to another, but overseas
as well. The process continued during the First World War, having its culmination after the Second World War and the defeat of DAG4 during the civil war in Greece
(1946-49).
A new migration period occurred during the 60s, after SFRJ became more open
towards western countries. After the Yugoslav economic reforms in 1965, the number
of unemployed people increased so people sought and found employment abroad.
Economic emigration has been very characteristic of the Republic of Macedonia for
many years, so it is not a surprise, considering its size, that, in comparison with the
other former Yugoslav Republics, the highest rate of emigration was found here (the
Macedonian rate in 1981 was 5.2 per cent; the Yugoslav 3.9 per cent).5 During the
3
4
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Max Sorre (1955) Les Migrations des Peuples Flammarion: Orleans, p. 36.
Democratic Army of Greece.
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1970s, owing to the more restrictive policies on emigration, the process eased downwards somewhat and the profile of emigrants gradually changed. After this time,
more qualified and highly-educated persons moved out, leading to the modern ‘brain
drain’ migration of today.6
Emigration used to be traditional in several districts in particular, including Bitola,
Ohrid, Resen and Demir Hisar, whose migration rate amounted to more than 30%,
which was considered to be an extremely high rate of exodus.7 The second zone is in
the west part of Macedonia, where migration greatly depends on demographic factors
since the districts of Tetovo, Gostivar, Debar, Kicevo and Struga have a significant
Albanian population and are characterised by a high birth rate and an acceptance of
migration as a solution to the problem of employment.
Figures show that people who saw themselves as temporarily employed abroad
have gradually turned into permanent migrants – a situation that is the same for all
ethnic groups in the country.
Movements in the birth rate
The birth rate in Macedonia demonstrates interesting trends. Seen in terms of total
figures, there has been a rapid population increase the rate of which, after the Second
World War, was higher than that of the former Yugoslavia and the other republics individually (except for the then Autonomous Province of Kosovo). The level of natural
increase, of 25.6 births per thousand, which Macedonia experienced in 1950, was
never attained in Yugoslavia (where the level was something between 17 and 18
births per thousand).8
In the period between 1971 and 1981, the population of Macedonia grew at the annual average of 1.59 per cent, the average Yugoslav rate being only 0.93 per cent. In 1948 Macedonia
had a population of 1 162 000 growing to 1 909 000 in 1981.9

However, according to the 1994 Statistical Yearbook, the level of natural increase
is showing a gradual decline. Namely, the recent figures are: 1991, 9.8 per thousand;
1992, 8.4 per thousand; and 1994, 8.1 per thousand.

5
6

7
8
9
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Ksente Bogoev (1985) Basic Characteristics of the Demographic Transition in the Socialist Republic of Macedonia Macedonian Academy of Arts and Sciences: Skopje.
Young couples with high qualifications emigrate, retaining as their main motive the economic interest in the higher gains available in western countries and overseas (Canada,
USA, Australia, New Zealand).
Elka Dimitrieva and Verica Janeska Characteristics of Migration Movements from SR
Macedonia Abroad p. 337-353.
Milos Macura Similarities and differences in population reproduction of Macedonia and
Yugoslavia p. 60.
Overlooking this period, the population of Yugoslavia in 1948 was 15.8m, increasing to
22.4m in 1981. ibid., Bogoev, op. cit.
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Table 2 – Birth rate, 1975-1995
Birth ratea

Per period

Per 1000 inhabitants

1975-1979

26 676

14.7

1980-1984

25 758

13.2

1985-1989

23 337

10.9

1990-1994

18 503

9.0

1995

15 716

8.3

a. Data from the Monthly Statistical Report, Statistical Office of Macedonia, May 1996.

Comparatively, Macedonia shows significantly different demographic trends in
the birth rate when ethnic affiliation is examined. This criteria is also influenced by
factors including urban-rural population, socio-economic characteristics and status,
culture, religion, etc., which, like ethnicity, also have their share of influence upon demography.10
Table 3 – Birth rates, by ethnic group

Birth rate per million
Death rate
Population increase

Average

Macedonians

Albanians

Turks

20.7

17.4

29.5

27.0

7.1

7.1

7.3

6.9

13.6

10.3

22.2

20.1

Frequently, this issue has a very strong social dimension but, nevertheless, estimates are that birth control in 1994 among Albanian and Roma women was in an initial stage, due both to their low levels of education and to unemployment, in addition
to traditional attitudes about the position of women in their respective families. Life in
the village or on the outskirts of the city, as well as occupational jobs that are in agriculture or which are marginal city jobs, are determinants of reproductive behaviour.
The general picture presented here is not the case with people from these same ethnic
groups that are higher on the social scale, leading to the conclusion that these groups
undoubtedly present the strong influence of social differences in terms of their reproductive behaviour.11
The family is the filter that directs principles, culture and tradition, as well as reproduction. Investigations in 1974 showed that the level of illiteracy amongst the female Albanian population was double the level of the Macedonian.12 Therefore, it
10
11
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ibid., Bogoev, op. cit.
But it is not only this factor that is in question, as we refer to the influence of traditional
institutions and religion on reproductive behaviour, since such rules are present during the
lifetime of the individual.
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would be very complicated in this respect to use the term ‘average family’ in Macedonia, since there are present several basic and other types of family, formed under the
influence of a large number of different historical and traditional criteria, as well as
religious, national and other circumstances.13 Patriarchal family relationships are also
seen among Macedonian families but not as much as they are in Albanian ones. Employment also plays a pivotal role but here, again, it varies according to ethnic affiliation.
Economic migration factors
Maybe one of the biggest errors of the former system was the mistaken approach towards the village and agricultural development. This factor, together with the great
need of working hands for the large factories that opened in big cities in the times of
the former Yugoslavia, has enhanced the resettling of many people from villages to
cities. That led to the Republic having the highest percentage of urban dwellers in Yugoslavia (the initial figures tripled from 1947 to 1981), second only to that of Vojvodina. In 1981, the total number of people living in cities amounted to 1 020 000, or
53.9 per cent of the total population (the Yugoslav average was 48%). The highest
population density by settlements in 1994 is as follows: Skopje, 309.7; Tetovo, 167.2;
Struga, 124.1; Kumanovo, 111.8; and Strumica, 99.1.14
If we look at areas of ethnically-mixed cities in Macedonia, in correlation with
their urban and rural populations, the picture was the following in 1994:
Table 4 – Urban-rural balance
Total
Gostivar

Urban

Rural

116 065

40 042

70 023

Struga

62 917

16 988

45 929

Tetovo

180 605

51 472

129 133

Skopje

563 102

448 229

114 873

The urban-rural residence in Debar, Kumanovo and Kicevo is split 50:50.
It is quite an alarming fact that in 1 083 local communities the number of inhabitants decreased by 40.5% from 473 657 in 1961 to 281 322 in 1981. In the same period 60 villages
were completely deserted. These 1 038 communities take up 68.2% of the area in Macedonia.
Such areas can be regarded as a depopulated area.15
12
13
14
15
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Dr. Ilija Josifovski (1974) Macedonian, Albanian and Turkish population in Polog villages Institute for Sociological, Political and Juridical Research: Skopje.
See further the paper by Nikola Kljusev, Goce Petreski and Velichko Andreevski Changes
in Family Structure and its Meaning in Economic Development, p. 105-121.
Statistical Yearbook, 1996 p. 105.
Aleksandar Kjurciev Migration Movements Overview of Papers p. 293-295.
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By 1981, 64% of the towns and villages in Macedonia had fewer people living in
them than they did ten years earlier. Particular concern can be expressed about the
abandoning of mountain and border areas, for reasons largely to do with their strategic importance and their role in the country's defence.
In sum, in 1994 Macedonians were much more likely to be urban dwellers than
were Albanians – 887 772 against 145 093. In rural places, the figures were much
closer – 440 415 Macedonians compared to 296 894 Albanians. The urban population
in 1948 constituted 30.8% of the total number of inhabitants whereas in 1994 this
number had doubled (60%). The most illustrative example are changes in the capital
(Skopje), where only 9.6% of the total inhabitants of the Republic lived in 1948; in
1994, this portion had risen to one-quarter of the total.
Depopulation of rural areas has continued dynamically since it is the younger population that has been constantly moving to the cities. The latest statistics, for 2002,
show that 121 villages remain without inhabitants and that 366 areas have fewer than
50 inhabitants. A drastic example is the village of Vitolishte which, in 1953, had
7 224 inhabitants whereas only 882 mainly older people now remain. Such processes
are taking place only in villages inhabited by Macedonians.
Change of ethnic composition by reason of migration
In the 1953/61 period, during socialist Macedonia, dynamic demographic changes
took place that reflected the ethnic composition of the country. There was a large emigration of the Turkish population, mostly from the western part of the country, to
Turkey. The space that was abandoned by people of Turkish nationality in this period
(some 200 000 people moved out) was taken by people from other areas, such as Kosovo, Sandžak, Montenegro, southern Serbia and Bosnia & Herzegovina. Even so, the
largest number of new settlers were ethnic Albanians, whose number additionally increased after the events in Kosovo in 1981 when there was a major influx of people
who had moved out of the Province.
The then Socialist Republic of Macedonia did not, like some of the other republics
(Slovenia), have a pre-determined immigration policy (disregarding that all citizens
were living in the same state), so settling was not prohibited or limited by the authorities. Therefore, settling was done in a rather chaotic manner, resulting in the creation
of residential areas that were neither planned nor urbanised.
The change in the ethnic composition in Macedonia may clearly be tracked in figures by looking at the population censuses that were held in the former Yugoslavia
every ten years.
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Table 5 – Ethnic origin of some ethnic groups (1953- 2002)
1953

1961

1971

1981

1991

1994

2002

Macedonian

66%

71%

69%

67%

65%

67%

64.18%

Albanian

12%

13%

17%

20%

22%

23%

25.17%

Turkish

16%

9%

7%

5%

4%

4%

3.85%

Source: Statistical Yearbook of the Republic of Macedonia, 1998 and publicly available data from the
2002 census. NB: the increase in the number of Macedonians in 1961 is partly due to the decision of the
state to take on all ethnic Macedonians who wished to come and live in Macedonia and who, by that period, were living in countries of the eastern bloc as political refugees from Greece.

The 1991/1994 census and its results
The census in Macedonia was due to take place in April 1991 as a part of the statistical series that was conducted every ten years. This year coincided with the dismantling of Yugoslavia and the announced referendum on independence, which was due
to take place in the September. An atmosphere of mistrust and confrontation prevailed
between the relevant political actors of the time, leading to the two ethnic Albanian
political parties that were dominant in this period (PDP and the smaller NDP) to call
for a boycott of the census, largely because these parties expressed doubts about the
objectiveness of the authorities in presenting correctly the number of Albanians living
in the country. At first, NDP called for a boycott, which was respected in the communities of Debar, Gostivar, Kicevo, Kumanovo, Ohrid, Skopje, Struga, Tetovo and Veles. Due to the consequent inability to obtain exact numbers, the Statistical Office of
Macedonia used statistical projection instruments to determine the approximate figure
of Albanians living in these areas. The preliminary results of this exercise were publicised in November 1991 and are as follows:

1/2004
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Table 6 – Preliminary results of the 1991 census
Ethnic affiliation

Number

Per cent

1 328 185

65.3

441 987

21.7

Turks

77 080

3.8

Roma

53 103

2.6

Vlachs

7 764

0.4

Serbs

42 775

2.1

Muslims

31 356

1.5

1 370

0.06

474

0.02

Egyptians

3 307

0.2

Yugoslavs

15 703

0.8

Other

31 858

1.6

2 033 964

100

Macedonians
Albanians

Bulgarians
Greeks

TOTAL

Before the publication of these preliminary results, Albanian political actors
started a media campaign stating that not only had they been wrongly counted but that
Albanians constituted 40% of the inhabitants of Macedonia; that is, from 700 000 to
800 000 people. Representatives of other groups also claimed higher figures as well:
Serbians, 300 000; Turks, 200 000, Roma, 200 000; Greeks, 250 000; and Roma, Bulgarians and Vlachs by 30 000 each. Incredibly, all these figures summed together
show a figure larger than the official one for the inhabitants of Macedonia, without
even beginning to refer to Macedonians! Clearly, the political background to these
claimed figures was to allow different groups to position themselves better in the
share of political power and influence.
The Albanian boycott of the 1991 census led the European Union to initiate a new
census in 1994, supervised by the international community.16 The international committee running the process faced more political problems than technical ones in carrying out the census, but the data showed that there was not a significant difference in
16
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The lead role in organising the repeat census was taken by Ambassador Gerd Aarens, who
asked for co-ordinated supervision and support for the whole process (by the International Committee for Census Monitoring). Complaints came from various ethnic groups,
but the complaints that were met came mainly from ethnic Albanian political factors. One
dilemma was whether the census should be repeated only in the boycott areas or conducted nationwide and, after a certain period of consideration, the second option was decided upon.
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the results comparing the number of Albanians in 1991 (441 987) and in 1994
(442 914).17 Unfortunately, the 1994 census did not put an end to the political abuse
of the ‘numbers games’.
Table 7 – Results of the 1994 census
Ethnic affiliation

Number

Percent

1 288 330

66.5

442 914

22.9

Turks

77 252

4.0

Roma

53 732

2.3

Vlachs

8 467

0.4

Serbs

32 260

2.0

Muslims

15 315

0.8

1 547

0.1

349

0.01

Egyptians

3 169

0.2

Bosniaks

7 244

0.4

595

0.02

8 703

0.4

1 936 877

100

Macedonians
Albanians

Bulgarians
Greeks

Yugoslavs
Other
TOTAL

Note: The difference in the total number of the population is due to the non-inclusion in the 1994 census
of citizens who had been living abroad for more than one year.

A breakdown by religion shows that 67% declared themselves as Orthodox Christian (including 94.8% of Macedonians and all the Serbs and Vlachs); 30% were Muslim (including 98.2% Albanians, all the Turks and Roma, and a small proportion of
Macedonians); and 3% were other (Catholic, etc).
The latest census results and its implications
After a long delay in carrying out the most recent census18 due to the conflict in 2001,
the latest version was conducted in November 2002. Unfortunately, as in the previous
17

18
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This census was again criticised by Albanian political factions which complained that the
Macedonian authorities were dragging the procedure of obtaining Macedonian citizenship by ethnic Albanians in order not to include them in the census.
A permanent postponement of the latest census would have further stimulated political
speculation, especially about the number of Albanians living in Macedonia.
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census, the predominant interest was concentrated on the ethnic affiliation of citizens
instead of on the objective trends and records of the population’s movements, characteristics and profile; this was the reason why international observers and statistical experts closely monitored the entire process. The latest results reveal important data on
substantial economic, social and other characteristics upon which the public was not
at all concentrated but which will need to be taken into consideration in the future.
Much speculation, political game-playing and rumour preceded the announcement
of the results on December 1 2003. Partly, this was due to the change in government
which occurred after the 2002 elections, since some personnel changes had taken
place, thus creating opposing opinions amongst people who were obliged to work together but who belonged to different political options.19
This was the reason why the President of the steering committee for the observation of the census, Mr. Fotis Nanopoulos, wanted publicly to confirm the success of
the conduct of the census. The Committee reinforced that analysis would be carried
out using proper statistical methods and that this would provide a relevant answer to
all speculation regarding the results of the census, especially the element concerning
the current ethnic composition of the country. Equally, when the data were published,
the international monitoring commission reported that the census had been carried out
in a professional way. The only remark concerned people living abroad who might
have been counted as still officially living in the country. Foreign ambassadors supported the published results as a vital part of the Framework Agreement.
Ultimately, according to the official results presented on December 1 2003, Macedonia has 2 022 547 inhabitants, out of which Macedonians make up 1 297 981
(64.18%); Albanians, 509 083 (25.17%); Turks, 77 959 (3.85%); Roma 53 879
(2.66%); Vlachs, 9 695 (0.48%); Serbs, 35 939 (1.78%); Bosniaks, 17 018 (0.84%);
and others. Skopje has the largest population concentration, of 467 257 inhabitants
(23.1%).
The most recent census data, in comparison with the 1994 data, show large
changes in the number of people belonging to smaller ethnic groups which are, in
general, described under the term ‘other’. It is interesting to note that the largest discontinuance in the data concerns the Muslim group which, in 1994, constituted
15 418 people compared to the 2002 total of only 2 553. Partly, this discontinuance
might be due to shifts in ethnic identification regarding this population. Sometimes,
people belonging to this group declare themselves either as Albanians or as Turks
while, on other occasions, they declare themselves generally as Muslims. Similar
19
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Among others, the State Census Committee showed dissatisfaction with their treatment
up to that point by those in charge of the Statistical Bureau, who ‘Are not informing sufficiently and on a regular basis of the methodology for the processing of census data.’ Better information of the Committee was requested due to the politicised opinions that were
circulating in public regarding the census data, especially ethnic affiliation. In contrast,
the Statistical Bureau responded that the SCC was regularly informed, that it had visited
the department for data processing only the once and that, on a second meeting, not all
SCC members were present so analysis was not carried out on that date.
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trends can be noticed among Macedonian Muslims, who may shift their ethnic affiliation from Turkish to Albanian to Muslim since declaring ethnic affiliation is the personal free choice of the citizens.
Table 8 – Population according to ethnic affiliation; 2002 census ‘other’
category
Ethnic affiliation of the
‘other’ category

1994

2002

1 682

1 487

368

422

23

53

3 080

3 713

61

41

Muslims

15 418

2 553

Russians

340

368

Slovenians

403

365

Croats

2 248

2 686

Montenegrins

2 318

2 003

Bulgarians
Greeks
Jews
Egyptians
Italians

The ethnic groups which show an increasing trend are Albanians and Roma. The
total number of households in Macedonia is 564 296 and there are 698 143 apartments. On average, a household has 3.6 members. Statistics show a worrisome trend
in that the young population is fewer and fewer compared to the older population,
which makes up 68.30% of the total population. The declining age index is quite
large, at about 0.5, and demographics state that, if this trend continues, Macedonia
will become a state of the elderly. In almost two-thirds of the whole territory of the
state, people aged 60 or higher are in the majority, while 54 local communities are in
a stage of demographic aging – i.e. that the mortality rate is higher than the birth rate.
In particular, the mortality rate is on the increase amongst the Macedonian ethnic
group in general.
The main public remark is that the process of conducting the census was not sufficiently transparent so as to remove any possible doubts about its objectivity. The
other remark is that the process of publishing the final data was unnecessarily prolonged, again provoking doubt as to the final results and adding to even more speculation on various political sides from both the Macedonian and the Albanian ethnic
communities. This is also the case regarding opposition20 parties from both groups
since the government coalition parties (SDSM, LDP and DUI), together with all the
representatives of the international community, recognise the census data as valid and
objective.
1/2004
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Almost all the opposition parties, similar to parties belonging to the smaller ethnic
groups, have publicly cast doubt on the census results. Opposition parties from the
Macedonian bloc unofficially state that the census documentation includes about
500 000 people, mainly of Albanian ethnicity, who have no personal identification
numbers and of whom it is unclear as to their future status.
Some disputes have also been led at the professional level. A professor from the
Institute for Geography from Skopje has stated that such a growth in the number of
Albanians is due to a mechanical influx but may also indicate that people without citizenship or residence permits have been included in the total number. He thinks it impossible to have a growth of 70 000 people given the natural growth in the population
in the country of 8.5 per thousand. Namely, statisticians in the last census showed the
percentage of ethnic Albanians as standing at 25.17% (509 083) compared to 22.7%
(441 104) eight years ago. Furthermore, where Macedonians are in question, the process is the reverse: in 1994, Macedonians totalled 1 295 964 while last year their
number was 1 297 981, meaning that the number in the last eight years has increased
by only 2 017.21 At the same time, these eight years have seen the number of Albanians increase rapidly, by 67 979. Other experts of Macedonian origin say that Albanians in Macedonia do not number more than 19% and that they might even be less.
Other data indicate that, in 1953, Albanians numbered 162 524 while they are now
509 083. Other experts who are ethnic Albanians say that Albanians should be about
28% and not the official 25%. However, this would include all Albanians living in the
state, regardless of whether or not they are Macedonian citizens.22
The latest census results are of particular importance when the actual political implications deriving from them are put in the spotlight. Namely, the Framework Agreement promotes a particular set of rules allowing benefits to an ethnic community
numbering more than 20% of the country's population. This has imposed a certain
‘competition’, especially for the ethnic Albanian group, to show officially that its
number is above this threshold. Being a member of such a significantly larger ethnic
group in relation to other, not so numerous minorities leads to the application of a
richer set of ethnic rights compared with these others. The census results have repercussions on the law on citizenship, as well as on the new territorial division of municipalities. However, this new situation may also bring discomfort and dissatisfaction,
as well as complaints, from other ethnic minorities.

20

21
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The main opposition party, VMRO-DPMNE, expressed reservations on 2 December
about the first official results of the 2002 nationwide census. Nikola Gruevski, the
VMRO-DPMNE leader, called into question the data on the number of ethnic Albanians.
He claimed that VMRO-DPMNE had information of many irregularities especially concerning Macedonians living abroad. The Liberal Party and ethnic Turk minority organisations have also questioned the census results while the same complaint has come from the
opposition parties of the Albanian political bloc.
He finds reasons for the lower number of Macedonians in migration processes and in a
lower birth rate.
Utrinski Vesnik December 4.
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